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SUBJECT: GOM MINISTER ON MALTESE NEUTRALITY 

1 . DURING MAY 3 1 DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT ON THE DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN (SUPPLEMENT) BILL, MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT WISTIN 
ABELA COMMENTED ON THE GOM’S RATIONALE FOR ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE FROM ABROAD. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS, 

ABELA ASSERTED THAT THE GOM IS REQUESTING ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE FROM THOSE COUNTRIES THAT ARE GOING TO 
"BENEFIT FROM MALTA'S NEUTRAL STATUS" BECAUSE THESE 
COUNTRIES HAVE "A DUTY TO CONTRIBUTE THEIR SHARE" TOWARD 
THE MAINTENANCE OF THIS NEUTRALITY. ABELA WENT ON TO 
SAY THAT THE GOM DOES NOT WANT TO SIDE WITH ANY BLOC OF 
POWERS BUT TO COLLABORATE WITH EVERYONE AND THAT THE 
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GOM "HAD ALREADY RECEIVED A LOT FROM THE UNITED STATES AND 
A DELEGATION WOULD BE COMING FROM RUSSIA TO STUDY WAYS 
OF COMMERCIAL COOPERATION". THE GOM IS AGAINST ANY BLOC 
"DICTATING" TO MALTA AND "IT NOW APPEARED" THAT EVEN 
NATO APPRECIATED THE SINCERITY OF THE GOVERNMENT ON THIS 
POINT. MALTA SOUGHT FRIENDSHIP WITH ALL BUT WAS AGAINST 
DOMINATION BY THE MAJOR POWERS. 
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2. ACCORDING TO ABELA, THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN HAS TWO 
MAIN OBIECTIVES. THE FIRST IS TO CONSTRUCT A SOCIALIST 
SOCIETY IN WHICH THE STRONG WOULD HELP THE WEAK, EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY WOULD BE OPEN FOR ALL, INDIVIDUAL ABILITY 
WOULD BE RECOGNIZED, AND WORKERS WOULD PARTICIPATE IN 
RUNNING THE COUNTRY. SLOWLY BUT SURELY THIS OBJECTIVE 
WAS BEING ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH EVOLUTION AND WITHOUT 
REVOLUTION. THE SECOND OBJECTIVE IS TO RID MALTA OF 
DOMINATION BY THE FOREIGNER AFTER MARCH, 1979 AND THE 
GOVERNMENT VOWS "NOT TO ALLOW ANY OTHER FOREIGN 
DOMINATION". 

3. COMMENT: ABELA, ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL 
MINISTERS IN THE GOM, SPEAKS AUTHORITATIVELY FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT AND MINTOFF ON THESE POINTS. HIS STATEMENT 
PROVIDES THE MOST RECENT INSTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT'S 
RATIONALE FOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FROM ABROAD AND THE 
GOM'S STRONGLY EXPRESSED INTENTION TO MAINTAIN A NEUTRAL 
STATUS AFTER MARCH, 1979. LAINGEN 
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